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Problem of Practice

This project started in 2025-2026 and is an extension of
other MEP projects within the MEP space. Teachers in
grades 4 and 5 report that many students struggle with
grade-level math in part due to lack of automaticity with
math facts and number combinations. Math intervention
researchers suggest that teachers implement class-wide
intervention targeting foundational math skills, but
implementation may be burdensome.

We surveyed instructional coaches to learn about current
strategies used to facilitate practice with math fact fluency
in grades 4 and 5. Teachers used a variety of strategies,
including computer programs and activities in the
curriculum, to facilitate math fact fluency practice. Existing
district curricular resources included materials for
instruction and practice with math facts, but teachers said
that these resources were difficult to organize and use.

What did we do?

e Developed a six-week, ten-minute daily intervention aligned to the district
curriculum and rooted in conceptual understanding
o Intervention materials targeted four multiplication fact strategies (but could
be expanded) with two weeks of cumulative practice
¢ Piloted the intervention with three teachers in two MMSD schools in fall 2025
e Analyzed pre-post data from the district math screener of math fact fluency

What did we learn?
e Teachers suggested our multiplication intervention was relatively easy to
implement and articulated some challenges they faced in doing so
e Pilot study results indicated a small effect on students’ computation fluency
with multiplication problems

What’s next?
e Project paused due to district adoption of a new math curriculum in K-8
e Findings demonstrate that creating an “off-the-shelf” intervention using
curriculum materials could support teachers in facilitating class-wide practice
opportunities supporting procedural fluency from conceptual understanding

[ g4 =]

% @V‘I’) Wisconsin Center for l\ﬂl
i h
[m] 5 \lV)/ Education Researc MADISON

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON METROPOLITAN

https://mep.wceruw,org/ SCHOOL DISTRICT




Madison Project Partners
Education Cindy Green (MMSD, Strategy &
Partnership  Innovation), Jessica Calarco (UW-

Madison, Sociology) and the students of
SCHOOL OPTIONS: :
UNDERSTANDING OPEN- Sociology 631
ENROLLMENT FROM MMSD

Problem of Practice
The aim of this project is to help MMSD understand why
families are open-enrolling out of the district.

What did we do?

Jessica Calarco and the students in the Applied
Qualitative Methods course (Sociology 631) are
conducting in-depth interviews with parents and
guardians who are zoned to attend MMSD schools, but
who have open-enrolled into nearby districts instead.

What did we learn?

Preliminary analyses suggest that open-enroliment is driven by a confluence of push
and pull factors.

e Families often become interested in leaving their zoned school when they come to
perceive that school as "chaotic” (e.g., when they hear that other students in the
school are exhibiting frequent or serious behavior problems, and when they perceive
the school to be unable or unwilling to adequately manage those behavior problems,
and when they come to perceive that "chaos” as having (or being likely to have) a
negative impact on their children's learning, behavior, safety, and/or emotional
wellbeing.

e Families then typically become interested in open-enrolling (rather than other
options like private school) when there is another district school to which they could
conveniently send their children (e.g., because they live in close proximity and have
the resources and schedule flexibility to provide transportation) and when they have
reason to believe that that other district school is less "chaotic” than their zoned
school (e.g., because they have friends or neighbors who can give them "insider”
reports on the other district school).
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